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WHO ARE THE WROBEL-SCHOENHERR'S?
My husband Frank, our 2 year-old Sophia 
and me, Wibke.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN THE 
PHILIPPINES?
We came here in June 2009.

IS MANILA YOUR FIRST POSTING?
Before Manila we lived in Bratislava(Slovakia) 
and before this we met each other in Austria 

WHEN YOU ARRIVED IN MANILA SOPHIA 
WAS SMALL, HOW DID YOU DEAL WITH 
SETTLING INTO A NEW COUNTRY WITH 
A YOUNG CHILD?   
After two weeks I joined MADS and you 
know how the story goes…

BECAUSE OF FRANKS WORK YOU HAVE 
TO LIVE OUT OF CENTRAL MAKATI, 
HOW HAVE YOU FOUND BEING BASED IN 
ORTIGAS?
Ortigas is a place where you can be in touch 
with local people, this helps to understand 
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WHO ARE THE BUNN'S?
Actually, mum Sharon is the only Bunn in the 
family! Though my partner, Stuart Townsend 
and I have been together for 16 years we 
haven’t gotten round to getting married yet 
(we’re not the most organised of people). Our 
children are Molly (5), and George (21 months) 
Townsend.

WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO MANILA?
Stuart’s job – he works for HSBC.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN THE 
PHILIPPINES?
Since April 2007, so over three years now. We 
were only supposed to be here for two years 
but we were lucky enough to get our contract 
extended for another two.

IS MANILA YOUR FIRST POSTING?
Yes and coming from Essex, England, Manila 
was quite a culture shock! Of course, we 
love it here now  and would love to keep on 
living abroad for a while longer. Before this 
opportunity came along I never imagined 
myself living in Asia, but now I don’t want  
to leave!

HAVE YOU ALWAYS LIVED IN ALABANG 
VILLAGE?
Yes, apart from the first two months we were 
here when we stayed at the Ascott in Makati. I 
spent a lot of time in Glorietta…

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE AAV?
The decision was easy for us as Stuart’s office 
is in Alabang so it made sense to live here. I 
think we probably would have decided to live 
here anyway. With a young family, we wanted 
to have a bit more space and greenery.

HAS IT BEEN A GOOD DECISION?
Definitely! We still love to go into Makati at 
the weekends and we’ve made such good 
friends here. In Alabang, most people live in 
the same village so you know a cup of tea and 
chat or a play date is always only five minutes 
away. Besides, if we do want to go into town 
for some shopping or nightlife, Makati is not 
THAT far away – at least on a good traffic day.

WAS FINDING/CHOOSING A SCHOOL 
DIFFICULT?
No, we’ve had no problem finding schools 
here. When we first arrived and were looking at 

houses, we were lucky enough to meet another 
MADS mum who gave two great pieces of 
advice before she moved back to UK – the 
first was “Join MADS” and the second was to 
try out Palms Day Care for Molly. We did and 
Molly absolutely loved it. The teachers there 
are wonderful and it’s so much fun for the kids. 
George started there in July and he’s also 
having a great time. When Molly turned four we 
did consider sending her to the British School 
but in the end decided to keep her a bit closer 
to home so she now goes to the Montessori 
school here in the village. Again, it’s a great 
school and luckily only five minutes away.

WHAT ARE YOUR CHRISTMAS PLANS? 
We will be staying here in the Philippines. 
We have done for the last two years. Our 
philosophy is that we’ve had Christmas plenty 
of times in England and there’ll be plenty 
more when we move back so we want to 
enjoy a different yuletide experience while 
we can. Last year we invited friends over in 
the morning for Prosecco and snacks and 
then pigged out on Christmas lunch in the 
afternoon – what more could you ask for? Of 
course we missed everybody back home. This 
year, hopefully, some of Stuart’s family will be 
joining us, which we’re all looking forward to.

WHAT WILL BE ON THE MENU FOR 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH?
Turkey with all the trimmings! We always order 
our turkey from the Palms Country Club – it’s 
great, they cook it all for you and then you 
just pick it up. Again the lazy option. You can 
begin to understand why we never got that 
wedding arranged!

ANY RECOMMENDATIONS ON WHERE TO 
BUY THE BEST CHRISTMAS SUPPLIES?
The bazaars are great for Christmas 
decorations and small gifts – the kind of that 
you need to buy for teachers, doctors etc. 
We’re very lucky here in Alabang as there is a 
bazaar at Cuenca Court every weekend during 
the run up to Christmas so there’s plenty of 
opportunity to shop. Of course, being a Brit, 
I usually get some bits from the Union Jack 
– they sell filling for Mince Pies, which are a 
Christmas essential in our house!

DO YOU THINK SANTA WILL HAVE ANY 
TROUBLE FINDING ALABANG VILLAGE? 
WILL HE HAVE TO STOP FOR A VILLAGE 
PASS?
He won’t have any trouble finding Alabang 
Village though he may get stuck in traffic. 
There’s no doubt he’ll DEFINITELY need a 
gate pass!

Have you met the  bunn Family?

ANYTHING YOU DON'T LIKE ABOUT WORK 
BEING SO CLOSE TO HOME?
No complains so far! Frank and Sophia have a 
very strong bond here, as they see each other 
very often during the day. Ask me again when 
she is 10 and I want to go out with him!

WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS LOOK LIKE THIS 
YEAR?
Having dinners with friends and enjoying the 
silence in the city.

HOW IS THAT DIFFERENT FROM 
SPENDING CHRISTMAS BACK IN 
GERMANY?
The family is missing!

CHRISTMAS LUNCH OR CHRISTMAS 
DINNER - WHO'S COOKING?
We will do it together with friends. Their part 
is bringing the kitchen!

AND FOR THOSE AMONGST US WHO DON'T 
WANT TO COOK OUR OWN CHRISTMAS 
DINNER, WHICH HOTEL DINNING ROOM 
DO YOU RECOMMEND?
-If you like the chinese set menu come to 
our ‘Xin Tian Di’, if you prefer a Christmas 
buffet with duck and turkey choose the `7 
Corners’ and if you like your child baking 
Christmas cookies for you join our `Little 
Diners’Programme.
( Please feel free to ask for the dates -> 
w.wrobel@gmx.de )

WHAT ARE THE TOP THREE PICKS ON 
SOPHIAS SANTA WISH LIST?
-Clay and strangely enough, having a baby I 
hope a doll will do.

DOES SANTA GET ISSUED WITH AN ALL 
ACCESS SWIPE KEY TO THE HOTEL OR 
DOES HE HAVE TO SIGN IN AT RECEPTION 
LIKE REGULAR VISITORS?
-He is allowed to use a secret chimney and 
give his coat to the laundry for free. But the 
reindeer have to stay in the garage

AND MERRY CHRISTMAS IN GERMAN IS 
SAID......
Fröhliche und gesegnete Weihnachten!  ❚

Interviews compiled by Bev Gilbert.

Have you met the  

wrobel-schoenherr Family?

their culture and gives us a good 
impression what life can be in Asia. We 
appreciate being here. And it is lovely to 
have friends (in Makati and Alabang) who 
share their garden and pool with us – thank 
you guys!

WHAT ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU FOUND 
IN THE AREA TO KEEP YOU AND 
SOPHIA BUSY?
I am a big fan of Little Gym and 8 months 
ago we started kindergarten at a Scuola 
Montessori. We found a German playgroup 
called `Deutschstunde’ (every Monday 
2:30-4:30) and of course the famous 
playgroups of MADS (first B now C)

YOU LIVE IN THE HOTEL WHERE FRANK 
WORKS, THERE MUST BE SOME PERKS?
Isn´t it a luxury to have a driver and the car 
whenever you want one? 24/7! Wow!
And as we have no kitchen of course 
we savour the choice of food at the 
restaurants.(Between you and me, 
sometimes I miss cooking myself..)
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We are excited to launch a photo 
competition for our kids. Send us 
the photographs of children doing 
what they do best and go into the 
running to win a P1500 voucher 
from Stork Studio for a photo 
shoot for your family.

in the

editionnext

Read any good books lately?
Seen any fantastic films?
Cooked a meal that the whole family liked?
Enjoyed your family holiday?
Got a neat craft idea?

Did you know that MADS 
maintains a Winter 
Clothes Library?
■ Ligaya Gasataya is kindly looking after the Winter Clothes 

Library for MADS. If people want to contribute to the library, 

then they should drop the clothes off to my house in Ayala 
Alabang Village, any time from Monday to Saturday, but 
please send me a text or email first so I know to expect you, 

and give you my exact address and directions (washed and 

ironed thank you!). Please only donate good 

quality clothing, nothing with holes or 

big stains. We are particularly in need 

of sizes larger than 4 year old as 

there is plenty available in small 

sizes NB - up to 3-4 year olds. 

If people want to borrow 

winter clothing, please just 

drop Ligaya an email on 

tark_gaya@yahoo.com or 

text 0918 908 0645.

Send the information  to us for our ‘Reviews & Recommendations’ 
section of the magazine. 
Your fellow MADS Moms will thank you for it!

Did you know?
 

MADS has a library of parenting books, covering 

topics like pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding, 

handling newborn babies and raising older 

children. There are also other materials including 

audio tapes, magazines and DVDs on parenting-

related topics. If you are interested in looking at 

the list of resources, contact Ana del Arco at  

920 902 4371. 

 
Ana also welcomes any new contributions to the 

MADS collection, so if you’re wondering what 

to do with those books of yours – they might just 

have found a home! 

DECEMBER/JANUARY -  
USHERING IN 2011…

Next edition, we wrap up the year with the best of 2010. We welcome 
your travel stories, holiday stories birth stories and any experiences 
that shaped 2010 for you. This might be the year you moved in 
Manila or the year you are moving out...tell us about it and go into 
running to win a P500 voucher from Fully Booked.  

Please send your stories to malhotra.nimmi@gmail.com  
by 10 November 2010

MADS Photo Competition

 The winner of the best picture will  
be announced in the next edition.

Please email your high resolution photos to  
madsmag@hotmail.com latest by 01 November  
to be considered. Please do not forget to include the 
name and age of your child/children.

Makati A (0-12 months) 
Playgroup
Nalini A Lachance 
nalini.ablack@gmail.com	
9285071937

Makati B (12-24 months) 
Playgroup
Kenn Roessler	  
kennroessler@gmail.com	  
0917 899 9194

Makati C (2-3.5 yrs) 
Playgroup
Jen Lawrance	  
jenslawrance@gmail.com 	  
0905 289 0392
 
Makati C+ (3.5-6 yrs) 
Playgroup
Sophie Butler 
subtler@bcsaustralia.com.au	
09178881714

Alabang A (0-12 months) 
Playgroup
Catarina Lindstrom 
catarina.m.l@hotmail.com 
09173801907

PLAYGROUP COORDINATORS
Alabang B (12-24 months) 
Playgroup
Rachel Baker 
rachswbaker@yahoo.com 
0917 491 0361
Penny Cogle 
pennycogle@btinternet.com   
0915 294 3220

Alabang C (2-3 yrs) Playgroup
Kirsten Maher 
kirsten_maher@hotmail.com 
0920 947 5874

Alabang C+ (4 -5 yrs) 
Playgroup
Catarina Lindstrom	
catarina.m.l@hotmail.com 
09173801907

Alabang Siblings
Sarah Beuerle	  
sarahbeuerle@yahoo.com 
0916 788 8672

North (Ortigas/Pasig) Playgroup
Michiko Kadono 
m-kadono@hotmail.co.jp 
09178297629

December/January issue theme:  

Halloween
Send us a picture of your tots in their scariest or 
cutest Halloween gear to be considered for the next 
month photo competition and win a P1500 voucher 
from Stork Studio for a photo shoot for your family.

❋ �PHOTO WINNER 
October/November issue 
Thomas Lambert (6), kayaking in El Nido Lagoon
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We understand the importance of making your relocation experience as smooth as 
possible. After all, we’re not just relocating your possessions, we are helping to relocate 
what’s most precious in your life. Crown Relocations is a leading provider of domestic 
and international moving and settling-in services with over 250 locations in 55 countries.

Household Shipment • Pet Relocations • Online Tracking
Orientation Tours • Immigration Assistance

Insurance • Home and School Search • Intercultural Training

Well Connected. Worldwide.TM

Call us at (63) 2 822 1123
or visit www.crownrelo.com.ph for details.


