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Who are the Prentices?
Mum is Emma. Dad is Andrew and there is 
wee Angus (5) and Lexie (3). 

Where do you hail from?  
We came here from London but really from 
Scotland (although I'm English) we always say 
we're Scottish 

Back at home who worked?   
We both worked full time, I started work early 
in the morning and Andrew started later which 
meant that one of us could always drop the 
kids off at nursery and the other could pick 
up. There was no room for error and always 
working against the clock to make sure we 
were never late. If there was problem with the 
tube or bad traffic it was a big stressor!

How long have you been in Manila?  
Just over a year, we landed on the 1st June 
2009 -the beginning of the raining season and 
thought it would never end...
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Who are the Punos? 
The Punos are: Raffy, Kristine, Nikolas (12), 
Zakary (8) and Annika (2). We enjoy living in 
Manila, but of course we miss the comforts of 
our home in Los Angeles. 

 
Where do you hail from?  
We are originally from Los Angeles, California, 
although Raffy was born here and lived in 
Manila until he was 12 and Annika was also 
born here in 2008. 

 
What brings you to Manila?
Just like all expats, Raffy's job brought us to 
Manila.

 
How long have you been in town for?
We've been living in Manila for the past 4 years.

 
Where do the kids go to school?
Nikolas and Zakary attend school at IS Manila 
and Annika attends preschool at the Creative 
Play Corner (CPC).
 
What influenced you in your 
schooling decisions?
For the boys, we visited all of the international 

schools prior to making ISM our final decision. 
We decided upon ISM because as compared 
to the other international schools, ISM was 
the most similar in curriculum and teaching 
style to the schools in the US. Of course, the 
facilities at ISM didn't hurt either!  

 With regard to Annika's school, we were 
very impressed with CPC, both the Dasma and 
Fort campuses. The teachers and the children 
are always happy, bright and energetic. We 
fell in love with the music program and we can 
definitely see that Annika has fallen in love 
with it as well!

 
How have you spent your school 
holidays?
During every school break, we attempt to 
travel either locally or internationally. For the 
long summer breaks, we definitely go back 
home to the US to spend time with family. 
Locally, we have visited places like Boracay, 
Bohol, and Cebu and intend on visiting 
Palawan and Donsol this year. We also use 
our time in the Philippines as an opportunity 
to travel throughout Asia. We have visited 
Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore, 
Hong Kong and China.

Do you have any tips on how to get 
the kids adapted to the new time 
zones?
The first tip I have is the flight arrival time. 
We like to arrive at our destination later in 
the afternoon/evening as we find the kids 
are more likely to fall asleep within a couple 
hours. Even if they wake up the next morning 
early, they are refreshed.

When we arrive in Manila, usually we get 
here very early in the morning. We then try to 
keep the children awake for most of the day 
as possible. We take them out of the house 
until they become very sleepy. The next day, 
we keep them at home and let them take 
short naps during the day with the curtains/
blinds open so that their rooms are bright with 
light. This helps them to get re-acclimated 
with morning and night. 

 
What are the 3 top things that the 
family can't live without from 
home?
After four years we have found mostly 
everything we miss from home, although at 
an expense. However, the items we definitely 
miss from home are:
In'N Out Burger
Target and Trader Joes
California Wine (for mommy and daddy of 
course)!

What is your favourite family 
restaurant in Makati?
Bistecca for awesome steaks!  
 
What is your favourite family 
activity in Makati?
Watching movies in Rockwell and riding our 
bicycles in our subdivision.

And your favourite holiday spot 
(within a 3 hour travel distance 
from Manila by car/plane or bike)
Boracay of course!
 
Best piece of advice you can offer 
a new comer.
Patience!  Life is certainly different in Manila 
and there are many comforts being here, but 
there are also very many frustrations. What 
we've learned is that everything can pretty 
much be accomplished, but definitely only 
with a significant amount of PATIENCE!  

Also, lean on your newfound friends from 
school and work to help you find your way 
here in Manila. They are a wonderful resource 
and more than likely whatever you are 
experiencing one or a few of your friends have 
been through the exact same thing.

HAVE YOU MET THE PUNO'S?

For me I love the fact that Andrew has had 
the chance to spend so much time with the 
children. Angus and Andrew have always been 
best pals and Lexie was always mummy's girl 
but she's much more even now which is great.

Which schools do the kids attend?   
The British School. 

What influenced you in your 
schooling decisions?   
We didn't look at any other schools, as we  
are most likely going back to the UK so the 
school system at the BSM would have been  
the only choice. 

How have you spent your school 
holidays?   
A bit grim for me really. Andrew took the kids 
back to Scotland for 5 weeks and I stayed here 
to work. I'd like to say I had a wild and exciting 
time without them but trust me, I was at home 
tucked up watching every episode of True 
Blood and the Tudors I could find on line. I 
missed Andrew and the kids terribly but spoke 
on the phone every day.

What is your favourite family 
restaurant in Makati?  
We are still searching!!  We've had so many 
strange experiences with service, etc. But I 
think at the moment it's Cibo and Sala Bistro 
(for the Sunday brunch)

What is your favourite family 
activity in Makati?   
Our Sunday thing is to take the kids down 
to the fort on their bikes and have a stroll 
around; we stop for coffee and a milkshake for 
the kids. It feels like we're doing something 
normal that we would do back home. And 
your favourite holiday spot (within a 3 hour 
travel distance from Manila by car/plane or 
bike? Definitely Daluyon in Palawan. Beautiful 
beach, reasonably priced accommodation and 
Fawlty Towers service but all part of the charm 
of the place. Flight is around an hour to Puerto 
Princesa and then a 2-hour transfer so takes a 
little time to get there. We really loved it. 

Best piece of advice you can offer a 
new comer.  
Crikey - I could write an essay!! Take up golf if 
you don't already play! I'm still rubbish after 10 
months of practicing and 20 lessons with Eddie 
Cruz but I'm addicted. It only takes one good 
shot on a round to make you think you may get 
better…some day.  ❚

Interviews compiled by Bev Gilbert.

Have you met the 
Prentice Family?

We all know Andy from his regular 'Stay At Home' dad feature in our 
magazine. But behind every stay at home dad there is a working mum.  
What’s life like when the roles are somewhat reversed...

So tell us the truth, is the pantry 
as organised as it would be if  
it were mum in charge instead  
of dad?   
Yes because of our delightful helper Siony 
although I'm sure Andrew would say he has  
a lot to do with it! 

Do the kids still get to school  
on time under dads watchful eye?  
Yep, Andrew is great at that. He's up at 
the crack of dawn making sure Angus has 
everything sorted for school, although this 
year Lexie starts at the BSM nursery so more 
likely to be a little more hectic. Mummy is 
always still sleeping at that hour and you are 
never likely to see me at school for drop off.

What has been the biggest 
adjustment from the kid’s 
perspective on having Dad in 
charge of the day to day running  
of the Prentice household?   
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We are excited to launch a photo 
competition for our kids. Send us the 
photographs of children doing what they 
do best and go into the running to win 
a P1500 voucher from Stork Studio for a 
photo shoot for your family.

Theme: Holiday Fun
A photo of your precious ones enjoying the home break, 
or just vacationing in the Philippines.

in the

editionnext

Read any good books lately?
Seen any fantastic films?
Cooked a meal that the whole family liked?
Enjoyed your family holiday?
Got a neat craft idea?

Did you know that MADS 
maintains a Winter 
Clothes Library?
■ Melissa Newham is kindly looking after the Winter Clothes 

Library for MADS. If people want to contribute to the library, 

then they should drop the clothes off any time (washed and 

ironed thank you!). Please only donate good quality clothing, 

nothing with holes or big stains. We are particularly in need of 

sizes larger than 4 year old as there is plenty available 

in small sizes NB - up to 3-4 year olds. If 

people want to borrow winter clothing, 

please just drop Melissa an email on 

mnewham@britishschoolmanila.

org or text 0918 908 3213. 

Clothes are available Mon 

- Sat during the day, just 

phone 810- 6372 to make 

sure Melissa’s helpers are 

at home. Her address is 

25 Santo Domingo St, 

Urdaneta.

Send the information  to us for our ‘Reviews & Recommendations’ 
section of the magazine. 
Your fellow MADS Moms will thank you for it!

Did you know?
 

MADS has a library of parenting books, covering 

topics like pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding, 

handling newborn babies and raising older 

children. There are also other materials including 

audio tapes, magazines and DVDs on parenting-

related topics. If you are interested in looking at 

the list of resources, contact Ana del Arco at  

920 902 4371. 

 
Ana also welcomes any new contributions to the 

MADS collection, so if you’re wondering what 

to do with those books of yours – they might just 

have found a home! 

October/November -  
Christmas is around the corner…

Christmas in Manila
How will you spend your Christmas here in Manila?  
How do you continue home traditions  so far away from home and 
keep the kids connected with their family?
 
MADS magazine is inviting submissions for the next edition. Would 
you like to share your Christmas stories with us? Please send your 
stories to malhotra.nimmi@gmail.com by 15 September 2010.

MADS Photo Competition

 The winner of the best picture will be 
announced in the next edition.

Please email your high resolution photos to 
madsmag@hotmail.com latest by 15 September 
to be considered.

Makati A (0-12 months) 
Playgroup
Nalini A Lachance 
nalini.ablack@gmail.com	
9285071937

Makati B (12-24 months) 
Playgroup
Kenn Roessler	  
kennroessler@gmail.com	  
0917 899 9194

Makati C (2-3.5 yrs) 
Playgroup
Jen Lawrance	  
jenslawrance@gmail.com 	  
0905 289 0392
 
Makati C+ (3.5-6 yrs) 
Playgroup
Sophie Butler 
subtler@bcsaustralia.com.au	
09178881714

Alabang A (0-12 months) 
Playgroup
Catarina Lindstrom 
catarina.m.l@hotmail.com 
09173801907

PLAYGROUP COORDINATORS
Alabang B (12-24 months) 
Playgroup
Rachel Baker 
rachswbaker@yahoo.com 
0917 491 0361
Penny Cogle 
pennycogle@btinternet.com   
0915 294 3220

Alabang C (2-3 yrs) Playgroup
Kirsten Maher 
kirsten_maher@hotmail.com 
0920 947 5874

Alabang C+ (4 -5 yrs) 
Playgroup
Catarina Lindstrom	
catarina.m.l@hotmail.com 
09173801907

Alabang Siblings
Sarah Beuerle	  
sarahbeuerle@yahoo.com 
0916 788 8672

North (Ortigas/Pasig) Playgroup
Michiko Kadono 
m-kadono@hotmail.co.jp 
09178297629



We understand the importance of making your relocation experience as smooth as 
possible. After all, we’re not just relocating your possessions, we are helping to relocate 
what’s most precious in your life. Crown Relocations is a leading provider of domestic 
and international moving and settling-in services with over 250 locations in 55 countries.

Household Shipment • Pet Relocations • Online Tracking
Orientation Tours • Immigration Assistance

Insurance • Home and School Search • Intercultural Training

Well Connected. Worldwide.TM

Call us at (63) 2 822 1123
or visit www.crownrelo.com.ph for details.


